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survive as such without their "nerve centres"; hence the
intensive Bombing of London, Berlin, Warsaw, Belgrade, etc.,
during the Second World War.
Towns grow and function for a variety of reasons. In their
development they assimilate and express the economic, social
and political activities of the areas which they serve. By a
process of crystallization of the modes of life, needs and desires
of the people of their dependent areas, they come to epitomize
regional differentiation. There is diversity of interests, not only
between town and country but between town and town, and as
these elements are essential parts of the fabric of the State to
which they belong, the ideal of unity in diversity can only be
attained by a reconciliation of these interests on an equitable
basis. In highly urbanized States, the town dwellers exert
a powerful influence in national and regional affairs if only
because of their numerical superiority. Consequently the
States of the so-called Western World as well as those of
Eastern Europe, including the Soviet Union, tend to be
dominated by urban interests. That this is not entirely a
modern phenomenon is suggested by the philological origin of
the word "politics*', but the dominance of urban communities
in the affairs of independent political entities is more marked
now than it was previously because of the existence of means of
circulation on a greater scale. This cleavage of interests is
particularly notable in democratic countries because, among
other reasons, the voting power of towns greatly exceeds that
of rural areas, so that there is often a lack of balance in the
community as a whole.
The towns which particularly interest the political geo-
grapher are those from which large-scale organizational
activities are carried out. These capitals, national, regional and
local, the last in the sense of being the headquarters of local
government, are keypoints in the structure of the State. In
common with all towns, they have a functional character, and
although theirs is rarely exclusively restricted to administrative
affairs, it serves to place them in a different category from other
urban agglomerations.
Two geographical factors have been largely responsible for
the location of the capital cities of unitary States, all of which